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Principal’s Perspective
Dear Parents,

It is hard to believe we are nearly half way
through the term. It has been a very busy
fortnight across the school. Our P-2
students attended swimming lessons at
Joondalup Arena and our Year 3 and 5
students completed the Online NAPLAN
Assessments. The swimming instructors

were highly complementary of the students praising their
behaviour, listening skills and ability to follow instructions. They
also provided positive feedback on the helpfulness,
organisation and friendliness of the Kinross PS staff. Well done
to all concerned. This week our Year 3 and 4 students have
commenced their swimming lessons and I look forward to
similar feedback. It is a shame the Interschool Cross Country
has been cancelled this week due to the bad weather
expected. We are all disappointed; particularly as the weather
this month has been beautiful up until the end of this week.
Congratulations to Evie O’Leary and Coby Spillman from Year 3
who won the Dockers Awards at the last assembly. They
should be extremely proud of their efforts this year. Our next
winners will be from Year 2 and will be announced at this
week’s assembly.

Winner Winner Movie and Dinner!

We will be holding a raffle to win a Gold class movie voucher for
all students that have paid their school contributions. To be in
the running the $60 contribution will need to be paid before the
raffle is drawn at the final assembly for Term 3.

New School Website

I am extremely pleased to announce our new school website
is now live. We are happy with the end result and are finding
it easier to navigate and make changes. All the information
provided has been updated and we have included photo
galleries from this year. We are also able to place video footage
on this website. Our Drama Club are busy filming Kinross News
this term and will be reporting on key events happening
throughout the year. I look forward to the first edition. Enjoy the
new website. If you have any feedback I would love to hear it.
We are still in the process of adding information and hope to
update the website regularly.

https://www.kinrossps.wa.edu.au/

Ed Connect Mentor Program

At Kinross PS, we are involved in the Ed Connect Mentor
Program. This program connects volunteers with young people
in school who need additional support, inspiring older
generations to inspire the next. Mr Geoff Havel is the Mentor
Program coordinator and I would like to thank him for all the
effort he puts in to organise this for our students each year.
Last week, one of our mentors, Mr Raymond Richards won
Mentor of the Year. Raymond was nominated for the excellent
work he has carried out over the years mentoring students
at Kinross PS. Mr Havel, Mrs Bogdanovs and I attended the
Ed Connect Award Ceremony last week and were thrilled to
witness Raymond win the award. A big congratulation to him
and our heartfelt thanks for the work he (and all our mentors)
do in our wonderful school. More information can be found on
the Ed Connect website. If you would like to become a school
volunteer there is information on their website.
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http://www.edconnectaustralia.org.au/

NAPLAN

NAPLAN takes place for Years 3 and 5 students each school
year. In recent times there has been considerable comment
and debate about the merits of the NAPLAN and its place in
education. I wish to make these points:

What NAPLAN is - provides some useful information about
your child’s achievement for you, your child’s teacher and the
school.

What NAPLAN isn’t - it is not the only assessment that should
be considered when making judgements about your child’s
achievement. Your child’s teacher is best placed to talk to you
about your child’s progress and achievement, as a teacher’s
assessments are on-going, more comprehensive, and are
collected from a range of sources. Further, your child’s teacher
has much deeper knowledge of your child than merely a set of
test results will provide. This knowledge is about, for example,
learning, behaviour, relationships, attitudes and wellbeing.

Additionally, NAPLAN is not the only piece of evidence that
should be used when making judgements about a school’s
effectiveness. There are so many more elements to consider
when deciding if a school is ‘good’ or otherwise, including all
the crucial range of non-academic strategies, programs and
beliefs that a school has in place, such as approaches to
the education of the whole child- for example, the teaching
of values, provision of pastoral care, and the focus upon
developing good citizens. You would be well aware that these
aspects of school are held in very high regard at Kinross
Primary School.

Our students in Year 3 and Year 5 should feel very proud of
the way they conducted themselves during the tests. Well done
everyone!

Department of Education Awards

Whist I know that our school community appreciates the hard
work that the Kinross PS staff do for your children, did you
know that there are Education Awards where their excellence
can be recognised?

The WA Education Awards recognise inspiring teachers,
outstanding principals, excellent support staff and successful
schools.

Nominations for the WA Education Awards 2018 are now open
and will close on Friday 29 June 2018.

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/award-categories

You can nominate in any of the 11 categories below:

Nominations for staff awards can be prepared by anyone
employed by the Department of Education, as well as chairs of
school boards/councils and presidents of parents and citizens’
associations.

As parents and students are not eligible to submit a nomination
please contact your School Board member or P & C Member
to nominate of your behalf.

Road Safety Policy

I have prepared a draft of a Road Safety Policy for your
comment. I would like feedback and any ideas from parents
before I take the policy to the Kinross PS Board and staff. If
you would like to provide feedback or any suggestions please
email the school. The idea of the new policy is to alleviate
pressure at peak times and spread the traffic out more around
the school. The new electronic gate has been a big success
in keeping the carpark safe for our students. I am hoping to
extend the K/P Carpark when the new Early Childhood Centre
is constructed in 2020. A Road Safety Competition will be held
for students to produce artwork for the front cover. For now I
have included pictures from the internet. The City of Joondalup
provided advice on the by-laws to be followed.

Parent Issues and Concerns

I would like to thank the growing number of parents who are
ensuring that they approach a staff member, including teachers
or the leadership team, when they are experiencing an issue
or concern involving their child. We are always prepared to
work with you to resolve problems or assist your child with any
difficulties they may be facing at home or school. This open
communication is essential to create and maintain a positive
culture at our school and to build strong parent, teacher
relationships. Good parent-teacher communication should be
ongoing and have clear lines of communication from the start.

• WA Premier's Primary Teacher of the Year

• WA Premier's Secondary Teacher of the Year

• WA Premier's Excellence in Aboriginal Education
Award

• WA Primary Principal of the Year

• WA Secondary Principal of the Year

• WA Beginning Teacher of the Year

• WA Education Assistant of the Year

• WA Aboriginal and Islander Education Officer of the
Year

• WA School Services Staff Member of the Year

• WA Primary School of the Year

• WA Secondary School of the Year
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As teachers we aim to inform parents of concerns right away
and explain strategies that have been used to address any
problems and strategies that will be used in the future. When
discussing any issues, teachers will also suggest ways parents
can help at home that will reinforce any learning that is going
on in the classroom. We believe this communication creates
parents who are supportive, understanding, and trusting of
the teacher and the teacher’s intentions. Research shows that
strong parent-teacher communication improves academic
performance in children and provides a great feeling of
community. Please respect other parents and staff by not
approaching other students about issues or concerns and
follow the correct procedures. Often this worsens the situation,
escalating the problem and producing further conflict that the
school has to then mediate. Thank you once again for your
continued support.

Have a lovely fortnight!

Kind regards,
Therese Gorton
Principal

Mr Ewens News

NAPLAN

NAPLAN online has successfully concluded
for 2018. I’d like to thank all staff, students
and parents for the roles they played in
making this process a smooth one. While
there may have been some doubts about
whether the technology platform could
support the testing we had nothing more

than a few problems with individual machines and had plenty of
spares available. As of 2020 every school in Australia will be
completing testing online but I’m glad we’ve had the
opportunity to be a pioneering school and to get our processes
in place. I have been asked a few questions by interested
parents and teachers, the answers to which can be found in the
Department’s information below.

Comparability of paper and online NAPLAN tests

2018

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) helps parents, carers and teachers see if students
are meeting important numeracy and literacy standards. It
allows teachers to monitor students’ progress over time and to
identify areas of strength and areas for development. NAPLAN
will move online from 2018, over a three-year period. During the
transition period, some schools will conduct the test online, and
some will continue to use paper.

ACARA has carried out studies between paper-based and
online tests to ensure both modes of testing measure the same

literacy and numeracy skills and offer comparable test results.
Both test formats assess students on the same curriculum
content and all results are placed on the same NAPLAN
assessment scale.

Are questions the same in the online and the paper
versions of NAPLAN?

Students will be presented with questions that assess a similar
range of difficulty and test the same curriculum content,
whether they undertake NAPLAN Online or on paper. The
online tailored tests include a number of questions from the
paper test, and in addition, include some more questions that
target the higher and lower ends of the difficulty range. A
key difference, however, is that NAPLAN paper tests can only
present the same set of questions to all students, whereas the
online tests will provide different sets of questions to different
students, based on their performance during the test. Tailored
testing allows a better, more precise assessment and provides
more detailed information on student performance to assist
teachers to provide targeted learning support sooner.

Will students be disadvantaged by completing
NAPLAN online or on paper?

Students will not be disadvantaged by undertaking either mode
of testing. The paper and online tests assess the same skills in
literacy and numeracy, which are developed over time through
the school curriculum, and assess a similar range of difficulty.
The tests have been developed to ensure there is no
disadvantage and to ensure comparability of results both
across the mode – paper or online – and across years.

NAPLAN Online has been specifically developed to ensure
results are comparable, regardless of whether the test is
completed online or on paper, while offering a better, more
precise assessment. Each student’s results will be mapped
against the same NAPLAN assessment scale.

How do you ensure results can be compared?

Ensuring comparability of different tests is not an issue specific
to NAPLAN Online, as no two tests can have exactly the same
level of difficulty. Comparability of results between the online
and paper-based tests is achieved by applying commonly used
equating processes that ensure NAPLAN paper tests are
comparable from one year to another, even though different
test questions are used each year.

What is the equating process?

Equating processes are a common feature of standardised
testing programs, including NAPLAN tests.

An equating process is carried out each year so that the
difficulty of a current year’s NAPLAN tests can be adjusted
to the same level of difficulty as all the previous years. The
equating process looks at the difficulty of each test and
compares it to the established NAPLAN assessment scale. In
this way, the results from 2018 can be compared to the results
from previous years, or between paper or online.

The equating process involves a sample of students from each
year – and from all states/territories and school sectors – taking
the secure equating tests as well as the current year’s tests.
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The equating tests and current year’s tests are placed on the
same scales established in 2008.

Are results between paper and online NAPLAN
comparable?

ACARA has undertaken an extensive research program to
ensure results of paper and online NAPLAN tests can be
reported on the same NAPLAN assessment scale and can be
comparable across test modes and test cycles.

The equating and comparability process has been developed
in consultation with educational measurement experts from the
Measurement Advisory Group. These experts have also
provided advice on technical methods and specifications for
reporting, equating and standards.

ACARA consulted extensively with subject matter experts from
school systems and jurisdictions to ensure that NAPLAN 2018
paper and online tests meet their expectations and current
coverage of the Australian Curriculum in their schools.

Mrs Benniers News

National Simultaneous Story time

On Wednesday 23rd the whole school took
part in National Simultaneous Story time.
This is a nationwide event that happens
annually, celebrating a well-known picture
book. Every year a picture book, written
and illustrated by an Australian author and
illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries,

schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes and
many other places around the country. This year’s book choice
was “Hickory Dickory Dash” by Tony Wilson. Now in its 18th
successful year, it is a colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to
promote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian
children's book that explores age-appropriate themes, and
addresses key learning areas of the National Curriculum for
Foundation to Year 6. Students at Kinross took part in various
activities in their classes and with their buddy classes. The
annual read-along promotes the value of reading and literacy,
the value and fun of books by Australian authors provides a
range of opportunities for everyone to engage in reading and
sharing

Book Week Term 3

It is a while away, but Book Week will be in Term 3, week 6
August 20th- 24th. This year’s theme is “Find your treasure”. Be
as creative as you would like to be. More details to come about
what we will be doing in school next term, but it will be exciting!!

Pre Primary, Year 1 and 2 swimming

The younger years had a wonderful time swimming at HBF
Joondalup Arena over the past couple of weeks. Everyone was
well-behaved and had a great time swimming with their groups.
Pre Primary students did an amazing job dressing themselves
so quickly (as did year 1 and 2) and nobody missed the bus!
The next few weeks see the year 3 and Year 4 students go
swimming.

Year 6 Cupcake stall

Monday saw the Year 6 classes baking
madly for their fundraising cupcake stall.
Students brought their creations to the
canteen and you could smell the sugar in
the air! All money raised will go towards the year 6 camp costs.
Well done everyone for a fantastic effort and to everyone who
helped bake.

Mrs Hedges News

Connect

By now, most families should have access
to Connect and/or the Connect Now app to
receive notifications about class and whole
school information. If you are having any
problems accessing your Connect account,
please contact someone in the office or
myself at

amie.hedges@education.wa.edu.au and we can have a look at
that for you.
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Jump Jam

On Monday 14th May, we were very lucky to have a visit from
2 x Wordl Aerobics Champion and the creator of Jump-Jam,
Brett Fairweather. Jump Jam is a fun and exciting whole-school
aerobics program that promotes health and well-being through
dance. Students from pre-primary to year 6 participated in
a whole-school aerobics workout session at the start of the
day. As you can see from the photos, the students and staff
thoroughly enjoyed the workout.

Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club has been a huge success this term, with many
students joining us on a Friday morning from 7:50am to enjoy
a healthy breakfast. It has been fantastic to see students of
different ages enjoying this time and getting to know other
students. Anyone is welcome to attend. We would also like to
send a special thank you to the parent helpers who have helped
us along the way, for example by donating food and helping
with any duties. We look forward to continuing this club with
many more students and parents joining us in the future.

TA16s News
On Wednesday mornings, TA18 are visited by a chef, Simona,
who works with Mrs Locke to teach maths in a visual and very
fun way!

We have only been working with Simona for a few weeks,
but already we have expanded our understanding of equivalent
fractions. We have been human number lines, completed
activities with fraction walls and used Cuisenaire rods. This
week we are looking forward to using our new understandings
to follow a recipe and make pizzas.

“It’s really opened my mind up to how important maths is.”
Sophie

“I’m looking forward to using food to work out equivalent
fractions!” Charlie B

“It’s fun working with someone from outside the school.” Eloise

“I enjoyed using the Cuisenaire rods because it helped me
understand fractions better.” Josh H

“It’s fun doing maths exercises outside.” Leroy

“I am excited to see if these ‘outside the box’ ways of learning
will improve our maths.” Amy

In addition to the maths content we are learning, we have also
been doing brain warm ups at the start of each lesson. It has
been a good way to prepare us for learning and get us into the
zone.

“We had to listen to a poem and carry out an action when we
heard a maths term. This was very confusing and was quite
hard as more actions were added.” Charlie B

“They can be challenging at times but really do wake you up!”
Mia

We look forward to continuing our learning journey with Simona.

Being Waste Wise at Kinross Primary
School

Our May monthly challenge is coming to an end so don’t
forget to send in your oral care products. Any brand of used
toothpaste tubes, toothbrushes, plastic toothbrush packaging,
pumps, any kind of non-electric toothbrush or toothpaste tubes
can be sent in to school. Colgate, Chemist Warehouse and
TerraCycle have teamed up to launch a Colgate Community
Garden Challenge! We have a chance to win a recycled
community garden set to grow our own veggies. This prize is
valued at over $7000, so let’s get collecting for our chance to
win! You can also vote for our school to win. Follow the link to
the TerraCycle website to cast your vote. Don’t forget to spread
the word.

https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategarden
voting

DID YOU KNOW that an estimated 30 million toothbrushes are
disposed of each year in Australia? Think about all that plastic
ending up in landfill! With dentists recommending you change
your toothbrush every 3-4 months, that is a whole lot of plastic.

The answer is here! The Bamboo Toothbrush is a simple
solution. “Made from bamboo, a natural cellulose fibre, they are
biodegradable, environmentally sustainable, and do not pollute
the environment.” (Flora&Fauna). Have a look out for these
bamboo toothbrushes the next time you are doing your
shopping and remember to send your old plastic toothbrushes
to school to be recycled.

A reminder that students are encouraged to bring along a
wrapper free lunch box to participate in Waste Free
Wednesdays. Students will be given a raffle ticket, giving them
a chance to win some fantastic prizes. Don’t forget, you are not
limited to a waste free lunch on Wednesdays. We are hoping to
reduce our plastic waste through this nude food initiative. Your
assistance is appreciated.
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Thank you for your continued support and remember to reduce,
reuse and recycle. If you have any ideas or suggestions for our
program, we would love to hear from you.

Mrs Victoria Bordas and Mrs Natalie Blewitt
(Natalie.blewitt@education.wa.edu.au)
(Sustainability Coordinators)

Music News

One Big Voice auditions

A huge 'well done' to all students who
auditioned last week for a Compere or Solo
part in the One Big Voice festival. It was very
difficult to choose who to send through to
the finals, as every student performed
beautifully and came well-prepared. A
particular congratulations to Ella Aberin and

Meg Brierley who made it through to the finals for a Compere
part, and to Imogen McGarry and Amy Clarke for Soloists.
These four talented students will audition in the finals at the
Theatrette in Wanneroo on 23rd June. Best of luck, girls!

A special 'thank you' to Mrs Gorton for taking the time to
audition the comperes and to Mr Hood for assisting me in
auditioning the soloists.

DRUMBEAT Performance

Unfortunately, our DRUMBEAT Group 1 workshops are almost
over. The students have decided, as a unanimous group, to
perform to the whole school at the end of the program. They
will be performing their new-found djembe drumming skills in
a short performance during our morning muster on Friday, 1st
June. We also performed to our class buddies last week and
taught them a little bit of what we have learned in our 10-week
program. Thank you to the students involved for working so
hard, I have loved our Friday DRUMBEAT sessions!

Drawing Club
At the end of last term we approached Mrs Gorton to talk to
her about starting a drawing club. She thought it was a great
idea! We wanted to share our love of drawing with younger
students. Every Monday at lunchtime we go to the library and
work with students from Years 1-4 teaching them how to draw
and spend the lunch break drawing and creating. We all have
a terrific time and we have love working with the younger kids.
They have produced some great drawings! We have put some
in the undercover area on display. If you have any donations
that we can use at Drawing Club we would love them. This
includes pencils, paper, erasers and sharpeners.

Codi Poole-Jasper, Abigail Hill, Samara Arnold and
Dakota Cavanagh

School News

KINDY ENROLMENTS FOR 2019

Kindy enrolments for 2019 are open now.

If you or someone you know has a child whose birthdate falls
between the 1st July 2014 to 30th June 2015 then please drop
into our office to complete a kindy application.

Please bring your child’s birth certificate and immunisation
records with you.

Help the Department of Health to improve
school-aged health services

Do you have a child aged between three and 18?

Child and Adolescent Community Health and WA Country
Health Service are reviewing the community health services
provided to school-aged children and across Western Australia.
You are invited to complete a short survey to help them
understand what is important to you, what is working well and
what could be made better.

For more information and to complete the survey, visit the
link below. The survey closes on Friday 8 June.

http://healthywa.wa.gov.au/School-health-services

P&C News
Thank you to the mums that came along to our Mother’s Day
morning tea. We hope you all enjoyed yourselves - it’s always
nice to take some time out for ourselves.

Pizza day notes have been sent out. Our next pizza day will
be on Monday 11th June (and Tuesday 12th for Kindy 2). We
include a new vegetarian option alongside our regular flavours.
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Our next P&C meeting is June 21st at 6.30pm in the staff room.
As always we invite everyone to come along. The P&C relies
on the support of the parents to be a success. We always
welcome new fundraising ideas and input. We hope to see lots
of new faces.

P&C Members

If you are interested in joining the P&C as a paid member please
complete the registration form ( attached) and return to either
the office or the uniform shop with you $1. As a paid member
you receive emailed minutes of all meetings, invitations to p&c
events and much more. Your time is always voluntary and any
time you are able to give is always appreciated. *** Members
from last year will need to resubmit their form with $1 if they
wish to continue their membership ***

Canteen

Please note the new website for online ordering:

https://quickcliq.com.au/

Eftpos machine will be available every Friday for all orders.
Glee bubbly drinks will be on sale every Friday in the canteen
for $2

Claire is always grateful for helpers in the canteen but especially
on a Thursday if anyone can spare an hour or 2. If you volunteer
1 hour or more your child can get a free recess item on that
day. Please see Claire in the Canteen if you are able to help!

Uniform Shop

There will be a small price increase from June 5th. We have
plenty of stock so it’s a great opportunity to buy uniform
between now and the 5th June at our current prices.

We always welcome volunteers to assist Margaret on a
Tuesday and / or Thursday morning for an hour. We are hoping
that if we get enough people you might only be needed once or
twice a month! Please see Margaret in the uniform shop if you’d
like to help out.

Merit Award Photos / Assembly filming

If anyone is free fortnightly on a Friday to help Margaret with
the Merit Award photos that would be a huge help. A gold coin
donation is always appreciated. Photos are normally available
from the uniform shop the following Tuesday for collection.
Any uncollected pictures are sent to the clasroom the following
week. Please speak to Margaret in the Uniform Shop if you’d
like to help.

Social Media

We share all our events and updates through our face book
page, follow the link below to find out more.

https://www.facebook.com/KinrossprimaryPandC/

Fundraising

This year we are raising funds for new air-conditioning in the
classrooms. This is a huge goal but one which will benefit our
children and teachers year round so it is really important that
we reach our target! We see so many ideas and opinions via
the social media pages and we would welcome anyone who

has an idea to please come along and put it forward. The more
support we get the more successful we will be!

School Banking

We now have enough banking volunteers – thank you so much
for all who put their hand up to help!

Thank you
P&C
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